Abstract: In order to resist the invasion from the sea the government of Ming
Dynasty prohibited private trade moved people away from the coast and launched a
series of coastal construction. Through the policy of “turning civilians into soldiers”
the coastal defense was enhanced These measures constituted a relatively complete sys—
tem of coastal defense. Through describing the establishment of the Quanzhou coastal
defence and its gradual decline this paper discusses the relationship between overseas
trade policy and coast defense. In the beginning The implementation of the prohibition
of private overseas trade coordinated with the overall coastal defense strategy thus ensu—
ring the safety of the coastal areas. But with the decline of the defense system  corrup—
tion etc. became serious and the prohibition of private overseas trade could not be im—
plemented effectively anymore contributing to the government losing the ability to con—
trol the coastal areas. Eventually the prohibition of private trade policy exacerbated the
crisis of coastal defense. “Longqing kai hai” is an experiment of the Ming regime in
dealing with coastal defence and overseas trade .
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